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From The President 


Welcome to the winter edition for the Fleur de Lis. 
Have you completed your gardening chores? Ready to sit 
back and recover from the year’s activities? I don’t like 
the period of inactivity, but that’s never really the case for 
me. If the ground isn’t frozen, I can usually find plenty to 
do. 

Sunshine and dry weather have been rather scarce 
here this fall so I should be able to transition into win¬ 
ter with little problem. Unfortunately, I’m behind in the 
garden, but that’s nothing new to me. The shorter days 
means less work will get done. Fil just trudge on hoping 
to get closer to being finished. 


ceived them. Cheryl Deaton is the AIS Youth Chair and 
spearheaded the project, and I’d like to thank her for 
doing such an outstanding job in working with the young 
people. 

Lafayette’s Moncus Park - “the park at the horse 
farm” - project is moving forward. Jim Leonard has 
been working with the designers and reports that Phase 
I is nearly ready to be planted. There will be over 4,000 
rhizomes donated for the project placed in 15 beds just 
in this first phase. Thanks to Jim for being so involved 
and for working with everyone on the project. Big 
thanks go out to all who are donating irises. 


It has been a busy year, but then aren’t they all? Seeds 
are slowly sprouting, well behind their usual Schedule. 
Pods didn’t ripen as fast as usual, so the harvest and 
planting Schedule was off. The small number of seed- 
lings germinated so far is disappointing. Cooler weather 
seemed to help gemination some but not as much as 
I was hoping for. I counted 31 seedlings in bioom in 
November left over in the 2015 and 2016 seedling beds. 
Some had bloomed in the spring, but others had not, and 
I can only hope most of them will have enough increase 
left to bioom again next spring. I’ve never witnessed 
this before and honestly have no explanation for it. Our 
summer was brutal as usual, so there was no mild June 
or July to be the catalyst. One thing nearly all of the “out 
of season” biooms had in common was opening flowers 
without all of their parts or with extra parts, which again, 

I have no explanation for. 

The American Iris Society Youth members received 
Louisiana iris rhizomes this year. Usually, the rhizomes 
are bearded iris rhizomes donated from the AIS conven- 
tion gardens. This year Ron Killingsworth and Planta- 
tion Point Nursery, Joe Musacchia and myself donated 
them. Hopefully, those irises will grow and foster a love 
for Louisiana irises among some of the youth who re- 


Look for information in this issue regarding the 
2019 SLI Convention in Lafayette. Piease make plans to 
attend and remember to send in your registration early. 
I’m already looking forward to the tours and seeing old 
friends and making new ones. If you have anything you 
can donate to the silent and live auctions, piease contact 
me or bring it with you to Lafayette. 

Thanks to Jaime Cloud for keeping us on Schedule 
and working with us to produce another beautiful edition 
of the Fleur de Lis and to everyone who wrote articles 
and contributed to it. Enjoy your holidays and time off 
from garden duties and rest up for spring 2019! 




tø 


AS? 


VyU 






Winter 2018 


Fleur de Lis: The Journal o f the Society for Louisiana Irises 


3 






"Welcome" to our new Society for Louisiana Irises members: 


J. Troup of Victorville, CA E. Austin of Grand Carte, LA R. Durham of Shreveport, LA 

M. Cassanova of Bossier City, LA E. Goeckel of Greenwood, LA J & J Patti of Norristown, PA 

J. Oswalt of Blanchard, LA K. Foster of Shreveport, LA 


Thank You To These Recent 2018 SLI Donors: 

_ • Robert Treadway in Memory of Perry Dyer _ 


Securing the Future Membership Base of SLI 


The size of the membership of SLI has long been a 
concem for the organization. Periodically, articles in the 
Fleur have analyzed membership levels and trends and have 
offered recommendations to bolster our numbers. Here we 
go again. 

There is good news and bad news. There are downward 
trends in participation in plant societies generally, and 
indeed in many voluntary organizations. These larger trends 
seem to be driven by changes in society and, in the case of 
plant organizations, attitudes toward gardening. The good 
news is that so far SLI is bucking these trends to some 
extent. The bad news is that this achievement probably is 
precarious, and in any case, we need a larger membership 
base to put and keep us on a sound financial footing and 
to enable us to achieve our larger mission of promoting 
Louisiana irises. 

Without going into detail, there are a handful of 
financial facts that make a larger membership important 


for the Society. At current membership levels, dues alone 
are not sufficient to cover the cost of producing the Fleur 
de Lis , which is the principal benefit of SLI membership 
and our best single way to promote Louisiana irises. Fixed 
printing costs are our largest expenditure, and on a per- 
issue basis, they drop dramatically with each additional 100 
copies. In short, if we could add a hundred members, we 
would do a world of good for the bottom line, as well as put 
more valuable information into the hånds of the interested 
public. 

This article will focus on some ideas to increase SLI 
membership that are different than what we have done in 
the past. But first, a quick a look at our numbers: 

Over the years, there has been a gradual upward 
trend in SLI membership, but not in keeping with overall 
population growth. From 1953 to 2018, the U.S. population 
roughly doubled, while SLI membership rose just over 60 


SLI Memberships by Region 

Region 

1953 

1978 

2005 

2012 

2018 

Change 

2012- 

2018 

West South Central 

182 

222 

164 

192 

227 

35 

East South Central 

12 

15 

23 

15 

14 

-1 

South Atlantic 

6 

14 

41 

34 

37 

3 

Midwest 

9 

19 

28 

34 

37 

3 

Pacific 

14 

14 

42 

32 

36 

4 

Northeast 

9 

6 

19 

14 

17 

3 

Southwest 


4 

17 

10 

5 

-5 

Rocky Mountain 


1 

5 

7 

6 

-1 

TOTAL 

232 

295 

339 

338 

379 

41 


Note: Some memberships are Family Memberships which cover more than one individual. 
Consequently, the number of members is greater than the number of memberships shown. 
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SLI 

Memberships by State 

Region 

State 

1953 

1978 

2005 

2012 

2018 

Change 

2012- 

2018 

West South Central 

East South Central 

South Atlantic 

Midwest 

Pacific 

Northeast 

Southwest 

Rocky Mountain 

Non-contiguous 

TOTAL 

Louisiana 

122 

146 

92 

130 

159 

29 

Texas 

46 

53 

39 

39 

48 

9 

Arkansas 

5 

14 

23 

13 

13 

0 

Oklahoma 

9 

9 

10 

10 

7 

-3 








Mississippi 

8 

5 

12 

3 

5 

2 

Tennessee 

1 

1 

6 

5 

5 

0 

Alabama 

2 

8 

4 

7 

4 

-3 

Kentucky 

1 

1 

1 



0 








Georgia 

1 

1 

6 

7 

12 

5 

Florida 

2 

6 

15 

13 

7 

-6 

North Carolina 

1 

0 

1 

4 

7 

3 

Virginia 

1 

1 

11 

5 

7 

2 

South Carolina 

1 

3 

5 

4 

4 

0 

DC 


0 

1 


0 


Delaware 


0 

1 


0 


Maryland 


3 

1 

1 

0 

-1 








Illinois 

3 

5 

7 

6 

8 

2 

Kansas 

1 

1 

3 

5 

8 

3 

Indiana 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

Michigan 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

Missouri 


5 

10 

8 

4 

-4 

Minnesota 


1 

1 


3 

3 

Ohio 


0 

1 

4 

3 

-1 

lowa 


2 

0 

4 

1 

-3 

Nebraska 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

0 

Wisconsin 

2 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

South Dakota 




1 


-1 








California 

13 

13 

33 

23 

20 

-3 

Oregon 


1 

4 

6 

9 

3 

Washington 

1 

0 

5 

3 

7 

4 








New York 

1 

4 

6 

7 

7 

0 

New Jersey 

1 

1 

2 


3 

3 

Pennsylvania 

1 

0 

5 

4 

3 

-1 

Massachusetts 

4 

0 

6 

2 

2 

0 

Connecticut 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Maine 





1 

1 

New Hampshire 

1 





0 








New Mexico 


0 

5 

3 

3 

0 

Arizona 


4 

12 

7 

2 

-5 








Idaho 


0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Colorado 


1 

2 

2 

1 

-1 

Montana 


0 

1 

2 

1 

-1 

Nevada 




1 

1 

0 

Utah 


0 

1 

1 

1 

0 








Hawaii 


0 

2 

2 


-2 


232 

295 

341 

340 

379 

39 


percent. The concem about membership is not so much 
about keeping up with rates of growth, however. It is 
about maintaining numbers that assure a viable, functional 
organization. 

The regional table shows that the growth in the last 
period, from 2012 to 2018, was due entirely to the States 


of the West South Central Region, and the state-by-state 
table, above, drills down farther to reveal that virtually all 
the growth was due to members in Louisiana and Texas. 
Other States and regions were up and down, a virtual wash 
of offsetting new memberships and dropouts. 

The reasons for the favorable trend in Louisiana and 
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Texas are not hard to figure out. Louisiana is the epicenter 
of the greatest variety of Louisiana iris species and the 
ancestral home of SLI. There have been significant 
recruitment efforts by a few individuals, such as Ron 
Killingsworth, as part of many presentations on Louisiana 
irises to local garden groups. Geographically, that sort 
of intense efifort can extend only so far, however. In the 
case of Texas, several of the species are also native to 
Coastal and Eastem regions, and that State has been heavily 
represented among Louisiana iris enthusiasts since the 
earliest days of the Society. Marie Caillet, the most prolific 
promoter of Louisianas lived near Dallas for much of her 
life, maintained a beautiful garden, and doubtlessly was 
a major reason that our irises have been well known and 
appreciated in North Texas in recent years. 

Now What? 

How do we get the new members we need? Several 
levels of action are required, and the first does not involve 
direct steps to sign up individuals. The primary recruitment 
need is to maintain and elevate the benefits of membership. 
The Fleur de Lis is number one. That is the main thing 
of value that comes to a person who joins. We have to 
focus on producing a publication that interests members, 
especially newer ones. It is difficult to know how to meet 
this test, but we are aware that it is has been a struggle 
to develop the content to fill a 24 or 28-page issue. The 
last several issues have been well received, but this is an 
area in which we cannot fali down. Why would a member 
rejoin if they are not getting a publication that they find 
interesting and valuable? We have to do better with the 
Fleur, and the help of more members in providing ideas 
and content is sorely needed. 

Content on the SLI website provided through a 
members-only section might be an additional draw. It is 
hard to know where the content would come from when 
it is such a struggle to produce a meaty Fleur de Lis every 
quarter, but that is something that we should work on. 

The second arena of effort involves a return to the 
kinds of initiatives for which Marie Caillet was well 
known over many years. A charter member of SLI in 1941, 
Marie doggedly promoted the irises for almost all of her 
long adult life. She wrote articles for garden publications 
and took innumerable steps to educate an oblivious public 
to the value and beauty of Louisiana irises. “Marie’s 
Scrapbooks” were well-known collections of any articles 
on the irises that appeared in print, many of which were 
engineered or authored by Marie. 

Marie’s efforts constituted significant outreach to 


the gardening public that I don’t think is matched today. 
Social media and our website are valuable and may fill this 
need to some degree, but these barely touch the vast void 
of information about Louisiana irises among those who 
need to know. Sometimes I think that we are making huge 
progress, but then I encounter a gardener at some event 
- a person with an actual preexisting interest in growing 
ornamental plants - who says of the irises something 
like, “I didn’t know there were colors other than blue 
and purpie.” It drives home how much education is still 
required before people have the degree of understanding 
of the irises that is a precursor to growing them. For these 
folks, membership in SLI is only on the distant horizon if it 
is there at all. 

The lesson I take from this is that we need to focus 
more attention on getting the Louisiana iris story before 
people with a garden interest but who, unlike those who 
might be predisposed to click on the SLI Facebook page 
or website, are not expressly looking for information on 
the irises. Here’s one idea: prepare information for the 
garden columns that almost every daily newspaper runs, 
usually on a Friday or weekend day. We could package 
article-sized narratives and pictures and submit them 
for publication. Or, we could visit the websites of these 
newspapers, copy the name and e-mail address of their 
garden editor, and provide information to that person. 
Another variation would be to identify, contact and provide 
information to the independent writers who submit articles 
to publications that do not maintain a garden columnist on 
staff. There is even an organization of these people, the 
Association of Garden Communicators. 

These suggestions are not a call to abandon social 
media, but to add another dimension to our outreach and 
educational efforts, one that is more in keeping with the 
things that Marie Caillet did for years. And success can be 
measured. One can create a “Google Alert” for “Louisiana 
iris” and receive an e-mail from Google every time the 
phrase occurs someplace new on the internet. I have done 
this for several years, and a couple of times a year - no 
more frequently, unfortunately -1 receive a notice of a 
mention of Louisiana irises in a newspaper garden column 
or when they are listed for sale at a garden event. Fil bet 
we could jumpstart the frequency with which noteworthy 
Louisiana iris information is presented to the public. 

Media outreach is just one avenue of promotion and 
education. What about all the botanical gardens in areas 
where Louisiana irises grow well? Take, say, Bellingrath 
Gardens in Alabama: a major attraction covering 65 acres. 
Is there a display of Louisiana irises? Are there staff who 
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know about Louisianas, have an interest in them, and 
might like to know more? I have no idea. But it would be 
easy enough to find out and to provide promotional and 
educational material. Perhaps a year’s subscription to the 
Fleur could be given. Or just four electronic issues as pdf 
files. 

How many gardens like Bellingrath dot areas of the 
Gulf South where Louisiana irises are clearly the best or 
only choice to grow irises and where SLI has virtually no 
membership? Volunteers with e-mail access sitting in front 
of a computer, armed with a list of botanical gardens and 
a handful of digital articles and other materials, could do a 
world of good for SLI. 

We know that the Coastal Georgia Botanical Garden, 
thanks to the efforts of Stan Gray in Savannah, has 
already become a major location where Louisiana irises 
can be enjoyed. It is or will be as good a place as any in 
the country to see Louisiana iris cultivars and species. I 
suspect that CGBG will be the catalyst for a significant 
uptick in SLI membership, particularly if we take concrete 
steps to capitalize on the interest that the Garden is sure to 
generate. 

We also should consider direct contact with individuals 
who have a demonstrated interest in gardening. I have 
thought of doing this with a concentrated focus on 
areas of the country where Louisianas grow well, if not 
exclusively, but where we have few members. Take 
Houston, for example, a huge metropolitan area where 
Louisianas flourish and where there are astonishingly few 
SLI members. We could not only focus on the media and 
botanical gardens in the region, but it probably would be 
possible to work directly through gardening organizations. 
What if we offered a one-year trial membership to the 
Fleur to all Master Gårdeners in Houston for, say, five 
dollars? Or an “e-membership” at no cost for some limited 
period? Perhaps organizations would convey our generous 
offer to their members, or we could place ads in regional 
gardening publications, such as Texas Gardener. 

I can envision a systematic campaign of targeting one 
area after another. Mobile? Tallahassee? Charleston? There 
is almost no end to the need. Of course, I can’t envision 
assembling the volunteers needed to tackle all of this. But 
perhaps one volunteer could take on one botanical garden 
or focus on the media in one community. The work can 
be broken down into many very small pieces, and just 
taking on single siiver could be a great start. We have to 
try something new, and hopefully, new volunteers will be 
among the results. 


I see the Gulf South as the major area of focus in 
the long term. There undoubtedly are opportunities for 
membership growth in those parts of the country where 
bearded and other irises are grown. Some devotees of 
bearded irises, Spurias, Japanese, Siberians and so forth, 
who are already hooked on the Genus Iris, may wish to 
add Louisianas to their garden palate. In no way should 
we abandon promotion and recruitment nationwide, but I 
feel that the real firture foundation of SLI must be built in 
places where the climate welcomes Louisianas above all 
other iris forms. 

The Louisiana iris species may be one key to generate 
interest and membership in those areas where they occur 
naturally. Continuing, even increasing, interest in native 
plants offers an opportunity to reach out to conservationists 
and naturalists in addition to home gårdeners who love 
the new hybrids. The Society’s Louisiana Iris Species 
Preservation Project is just over two years old but has 
generated considerable support. The species offer a focus 
that could help with member recruitment in the future, 
and while the Gulf Coast is home to the largest number, 
States far up into the north are homes to at least two of the 
recognized five species. 

Churning 

If steps such as these or others help to increase 
membership, we need to resign ourselves to the faet that if 
we move two steps ahead, we may then drift one step back. 
Hopefully, just one. To add one hundred to our continuing 
membership, we will need to sign up, say, two hundred or 
more new ones. We simply won’t keep everyone. There is 
no point in wringing our hånds over it. The organization 
needs to commit itself to a continuous membership 
campaign to generate a constant flow of new members. I 
think that’s the way the world works for all organizations. 

But if we do not start moving forward, taking steps that 
have not been taken in the past, inevitably we will begin 
to slip back. From the financial precipice where we now 
reside, that could mean sliding into a downward spiral 
from which recovery will be exceedingly difficult. But 
there is no reason to be negative when there are so many 
avenues open for growth 

Sign Up A New 
Member Today! 
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2019 Society for Louisiana Irises Annual Convention 
April 4-7,2019 - Lafayette, La 
Registration Form 


Room reservations are separate from convention registration. Contact Hilton Garden Inn (2350 West Congress, Lafayette, 
LA) for reservations at ( 337 ) 291 - 1977 . We have special room pricing for the Convention, using the Code ‘IRIS’. The convention price 
for a standard room is $104 + tax. Convention Co-Chairs: Ron Betzer & Jim Leonard ( ( 337 ) 2320823 


Piease Print 

Name:_ E-Mail: _ 

Address:_Phone:_ 

City:_ State- Zip Code 

Name of those traveling with you (unless they are registering separately)_ 


Convention Schedule & Pricing 



#0F PERSONS 


PRICE 


TOTAL 

Convention Registration Fee 


X 

$35.00 

= 


Thursday Tour: (the Botanical Gardens in Baton Rouge, Dr. Wayne Stromeyer's 
gardens and stop at Lake Martin, St Martin Parish, La.) 


X 

$48.00 

= 


Thursday Lunch: Oak Lodge in Baton Rouge (included) 



- 



Friday Tour: (Ron & Eugenie Betzer's and Jim & Kathy Leonard's iris 
gardens and Avery Island Jungle garden) 


X 

$48.00 

= 


Friday Lunch: Po-Boy sandwich from Old Tyme Grocery (included) Please select: 
□Turkey DBeef □Ham □Shrimp DSalad 


X 

" 

= 








Friday Dinner: Please select from below: 






□ Smoked Brisket 


X 

$24.00 

= 


□ Grilled Chicken Breast 


X 

$24.00 

= 


□ Spinach Enchiladas 


X 

$22.00 

= 


Saturday Banquet: Please select from below: 






□ Roasted Pork Medallions 


X 

$27.00 

= 


□ Broiled Salmon 


X 

$28.00 

= 


□ Grilled Portobello Mushroom 


X 

$22.00 

= 








Optional Donation to help SU General Operating Fund 






Grand Total = Total Registration Fees + Total for Tours + Total for Meals + Donation 







Please complete and mail this form so that it arrives no later than March 25, 2019. Reservations will be achnowledged 
by e-mail, if one is provided. Vou will receive a packet upon arrival at the convention with name tags, tichets for meals 
and events, and other necessary information. Please visit the website for additional copies of this form and to review any 

updates or changes: http://www.louisianas.org 

Send Registration Form & Payment to: Payment Options: 

Ron L. Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Road, • Checks Payable to SU OR 

Mooringsport, LA 71060 • PayPal (must include e-mail address to receive 

Phone: 318-426-3654 / E-mail: retmiagt@gmail.com invoice if choosing Paypal option) 

*No refunds after March 25, 2019 
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PRELIMINARV TIMELINE - ALL CONVENTION ACTMTIES SUBJECT TO CHANCE 


2019 Society for Louisiana Irises 
Convention Schedule 


THURSDAV, APRIL 4 

7:30 AM 

Depart Hotel for Botanical Gardens in Baton Rouge, Dr. Wayne Stromeyer’s 
Estate, and Lake Martin, St Martin Parish, La. 

12:00 PM 

Lunch at Oak Lodge in Baton Rouge 

4:00 PM 

Arrive at Hotel 

6:00-7:00 PM 

Welcome Mixer - (Location TBD) 

7:30-8:30 PM 

SLI Board Meeting - (Location TBD) 

FRIDAV, APRIL 5 

8:00 AM 

Bus departs Hotel for tours of Ron and Eugenie Belzer’s and Jim and Kathy 
Leonard’s iris gardens and Avery Island Jungle Garden. 

4:00 PM 

Return to Hotel 

5:30-6:30 PM 

Cocktail Hour - Cash bar (Location TBD) 

6:30-9:00 PM 

Dinner and Slideshow - (Location TBD) 

SATURDAV, APRIL 6 

7:00-10:00 AM 

Show entries accepted 

10:15 AM-11:30 AM 

Show Judging 

10:30 -11:00 AM 

General Membership Meeting - (Location TBD) 

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Symposium - Speakers: Charles Perilloux - Update On The Species Preservation 
Project & Elizabeth Brooks, Executive Director for Moncus Park (Location TBD) 

11:30 AM-12:30 PM 

Show opens to SLI members only for voting on SLI awards 

12:30-4:00 PM 

Show and rhizome sale opens to General Public 

5:30-6:30 PM 

Cocktail Hour - Cash Bar and Silent Auction 

6:30-9:00 PM 

Dinner, Awards Banquet, and Live Auction 

SUNDAV, APRIL 7 

8:00 AM-10:00 AM 

Judges Training 

9:00AM-2:00 PM 

CONVENTION ENDS 

Show 
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Lafayette Attractions - Convention Sneak Peak 

~by Jaime Cloud 


Every year our Conventions seem to get better and better, 
and there is no reason to expect that the upcoming 2019 
Convention will be any different. There will be plenty of 
bioom to see, plenty of good food and plenty of friends. The 
host hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn, and the staff is expecting 
us from April 4-7, 2019. For reservations, call (337) 291- 
1977 and tell the reservation clerk that you are with Society 
for Louisiana Irises. The code identification is IRIS. We have 
special room pricing for the Convention. 

The garden tour Schedule this year is looking to be one 
of the best yet. Thursday’s destinations include: the Botanical 
Gardens in Baton Rouge, Dr. Wayne Stromeyer’s gardens and a 
stop at Lake Martin, St Martin Parish, La. 

Baton Rouge Botanical Garden 

The Independence Botanical Gardens were created in 
1991 and is dedicated to horticultural education, recreation 
and nature studies. It is still a work in progress. BREC and the 
Botanic Garden Foundation, a volunteer organization working 
in partnership, are adopting an evolving Master Development 
Plan for the Botanical Gardens. The Botanical Gardens are 
being constructed in phases as funds become available. 
Volunteers do much of the work in planting and maintaining 
the specialty gardens while BREC employs a landscape 
crew that maintains the grounds. History of the Land: 
Independence Park originally was a part of the Goodwood 
Plantation, purchased in 1931 by East Baton Rouge Parish and 
used as an airport. The downtown Airport, as it was known, 



The Louisiana Iris Garden atBRBG 


operated for 44 years and closed in 1975. The City-Parish 
Council designated a part of the original 200-acre airport site 
to BREC for a public park. Independence Park was developed 
following BREC’s Master Plan and dedicated in 1976. In 
1988 Baton Rouge Green raised funds to revise this plan to 
include a 15-acre site for a proposed botanic garden. Sections 
include: The Crape Myrtie Garden, the Sensory Garden, The 
Rose Garden, the Louisiana Iris Garden, The Daylily Garden, 
the Butterfly Garden, the Fern & Ginger Collections, and the 
Independence Promenade. 



The Butterfly Garden atBRBG 


Lake Martin 

The Cypress Island Nature Preserve at Lake Martin is 
home to a swampy ecosystem that supports globally significant 
numbers of species of colonial nesting waterbirds and native 
plants. Lake Martin is one of Louisiana’s largest nesting 
colonies for many species of water birds. Some of these 
species include the Anhinga, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, 
Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Tri-colored Heron, Cattle 
Egret, Black-crowned Night Heron, White Ibis, and Roseate 
Spoonbill. Lake Martin is also used as a rookery year round 
for many species. 

Lake Martin is also home to a substantial nesting 
population of alligators, which can typically be spotted from 
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Rookery Road, which runs right along the edge of the lake. 
They are naturally camouflaged, but it doesn’t take long to get 
good at gator-spotting, and even if it doesn’t come easily to 
you, you can usually find them by looking for stopped cars and 
folks with cameras and binoculars. 

Other reptiles and amphibians, including a variety of 
snakes, turties, lizards, and frogs, are also common in the lake 
and the surrounding brush, so be on the lookout. Again, none 
of these animals are aggressive, but snakes, in particular, are 
best viewed from far away. Another commonly-sighted animal 
in Lake Martin is the nutria or coypu. These large invasive 
rodents began populating the South Louisiana swamps in 
the 1930s when, as legend has it, they escaped from a fur 
production facility owned by the Mcllhenny family (of Tabasco 
farne) during a hurricane. 



Lake Martin 


Unlike the deeper swamps of the Atchafalaya Basin, Lake 
Martin can be easily reached by car and much of the 
surrounding area can be explored on foot or in a canoe or 
kayak. The preserve is currently owned and managed by the 
Nature Conservancy, which works to keep the lake clean and 
ecologically sound. They also maintain a visitor’s center and a 
boardwalk over the swamp at the South end of the lake. 

On Friday moming the iris viewing gets serious and into full 
swing. We will be seeing Louisiana irises at Ron and Eugenie 
Betzer’s garden, as well as Jim and Kathy Leonard’s iris 
gardens and Avery Island Jungle garden. 

Avery Island Jungle Gardens 

Jungle Gardens is a 170-acre botanical garden and bird 
sanctuary located on Avery Island, Louisiana. The gardens 
are open daily except for major holidays; an admission fee 
is charged. The gardens were created by Edward Avery 
Mcllhenny, second son of Edmund Mcllhenny, the inventor of 


Tabasco sauce. 

Experience the natural beauty and tranquility of Jungle 
Gardens - a 170-acre semitropical garden that stretches along 
Bayou Petite Anse on Avery Island. Naturalists, bird watchers 
and visitors from around the world will enjoy the gently rolling 
landscape, botanical treasures, and abundant wildlife. 

Attractions range from beautiful flowers to birds to Buddha 
(a magnificent centuries-old statue on the grounds). In season, 
visitors can see azaleas, camellias, and colorful bamboo - as 
well as alligators, deer and the thousands of snowy egrets that 
nest in Bird City. It’s a nature lover’s dream that’s open to 
tourists every day of the year. 



Alligator at Avery Island 



Tri-Colored Heron at Avery Island 
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Sneak Peek at Chéne Vert Estate 

-Story by Ron Betzer 


One of the convention tour stops during the 2019 SLI convention will take us to an extraordinary estate in Baton 
Rouge. Owned by Dr. Wayne Stromeyer and his wife Cheryl, the 11 acre plot is a remnant of an early Spanish land 
grant and is an appropriate site for an early 19th century creole house that was relocated from its original location in 
the Opelousas/Washington area (25 miles north of Lafayette). The house, deteriorating and unoccupied for about 35 
years, was moved to Baton Rouge in 1991 and restored as closely as possible to the period while making allowances 
for modem Utilities. The house was called “Live Oak” by the locals in its original location and the Stromeyers have 
renamed it Chéne Vert, the French idiom for "Live Oak" (literally "green oak" or "evergreen oak"). 

The property already had a 19th century Acadian type house, constructed of cypress with mud and moss walls and 
sitting on cypress logs. It now serves as a guest house. The interiors of both homes are fumished with period fumiture. 

Prior to the relocation, the property was prepared for the arrival of the house and ever since there’s been a 
continuing effort to populate the land with plant life that would have been seen in that period. The house’s original 
site, a sugar and cotton plantation, revealed masses of daylilies, narcissus, and jonquils, crinum lilies, four o’clocks, 
and parrot gladioli and many were moved from the old site to enhance the restored gardens. Trees, bushes and plants 
appropriate for the site have been sourced from many locations. 

Chéne Verf s parterre garden is an extension of the house’s restoration, the formal design is partially based on 
an 1847 New Orleans Notarial Archives drawing of a garden in New Orleans. Located directly in front of the house 
in the French manner, the parterre is arranged in geometric designs, bordered by yaupon hedges. Antique roses and 
“pass-along plants” form the heart of this garden. 

The remaining property contains equally interesting plantings as detailed in the map and its accompanying 
detail of points of interest. You will notice several references to Louisiana irises. Almost all are collected old, non- 
hybridized varieties. This write-up does not do this property justice. It must be seen to be believed. However, piease 
note that only the grounds will be opened to us, not the homes. Dr. Stromeyer intends to be available as a guide for 
those who choose to follow him around the estate. 


Warit To Contribute to “A Few Favorites'? 

The Fleur is seekirig readers to contribute to a regular "Few Favorites" feature. 
Just pick out 3-5 of your favorite Louisiana irises and write a bit about why you 
like them. If you have pictures, great, but we have access to photos of most recent 
cultivars. The text can be brief (one to two pages is perfect) and that can include the 
pictures. Feel free to contribute notes and observations, and the Fleur staff will work 
with you to fit text into available space. The idea is to get more input from readers 
and present more information on popular Louisiana irises. Just e-mail the Editor 
and attach text and pictures, preferably in a Word fde, or to get more information. 
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1. Wetland area - Twenty-five years ago this area was 
packed with tallow trees, willows and weeds. Repeated 
clearing and plantings of native trees, especially cypress, 
with some maples, sycamores and oaks, has been 
followed by spontaneous growth of ash and elm trees and 
smaller plants such as the native fems and spiderworts. 
More recent introductions such as the irises, cattails, 
sweet bay magnolias, native hollies and red bay are 
expected to proliferate in this compatible environment. 

2. Wildflower field - A showy canvas is often seen in 
this planting of a native seed mixture from a regional 
nursery. 

3. Bulbs - Snowdrops, paperwhites and narcissus are 
the dominant bulbs, but a few groups of white byzantine 
gladioli make a rare, historie statement. There are old 
camellias and a stand of Louisiana irises beneath the big 
oak. 

4. Antique camellias - This stand is about 7 years old 
and represents varieties mostly from the late 1800’s. 


5. Oak Alley - Many of the old Louisiana houses had 
such alley s. 

6. Cemetery - The iron crosses mark a potential site for 
a traditional-appearing family cemetery. Cedar trees often 
marked burial sites. 

7. Pond, Irises - This portion of the pond is a good point 
from which to explore native irises. On the right are 
several varieties of Louisiana blues ( giganticaerulea ), 
on the left several Louisiana whites. Most of these are 
collected, old, non-hybridized varieties. Scattered Iris 
fulva emerge beneath the large cypress trees on the right. 

8. Chéniere - A chéniere is more typically a Coastal, 
elevated portion of land consisting of dirt, sand and 
seashells surrounded by marshland. Live oaks can 
typically grow on this elevated land due to its drainage 
properties. “Mini-chéniere” might be a good term to 
describe the elevated mounds here with live oaks thriving 
adj acent to wetlands. 

9. Zig-Zag iris ( Iris Brevicaulis ) - This iris needs more 
drainage than the others and tends to grow on higher 
ground. It is a later bloomer, usually May. 

10. Coulee - A collection of native azaleas, vibumums, 
mayhaws, fringe trees, starbushes and others may be in 
bioom. 

11. Backyard, work area, kitchen - This area features 
the old kitchen, the rare Marechal Niel yellow rose, the 
old water filter, water lilies in the old sugar kettle and 
some tropicals. 

12. Antique camellia garden - Fifty camellias from 
the late 1700’s to early 1800’s populate this formal side 
parterre and its green planter boxes. 

13. Main Parterre - The principal formal garden. 
Antique roses and pass-along plants are featured. 

14. Kitchen garden - Boxed groupings of vegetables 
occupy the center while climbing old roses dot the 
periphery 

15. Antique azalea and camellia garden - A collection 
of azaleas and camellias from the 1800’s. 
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National Display Garden for Louisiana 
Irises Designated in Lafayette, Louisiana 

-Story by Jim Leonard 


Moncus Park, a 100-acre public park in Lafayette, Louisiana has been designated to be the National Display Garden 
for Louisiana Irises by the Board for SLI as well as the Board for Moncus Park. The park consists of 100 acres of 
rolling hiils, open meadows and forested ravines with large live oak trees in the center of the City of Lafayette. The 
land is owned by the City of Lafayette, and the City has donated the area for development into an extensive Park 
which will consist of wetlands, boardwalks, and expansive views. 



The vision for the Park is to create a park environment which is special and expansive. In particular, the plans have 
been drawn for areas that include horticultural gardens, natural amphitheater, wetland pond, walkways, great lawn, 
a Louisiana iris garden and Visitors Center. The park’s Visitors Center will provide opportunities for botanical 
exploration, park orientation, community building, and leaming activities. 

SLI has agreed to provide the initial rhizomes for the planting along the edges of the main pond, and fifteen 
different bed areas have been identified by Park’s landscape team. The initial planting of four thousand rhizomes 
should take place this fali, and hopefully, the first bioom will be during our spring convention. At the moment the 
rhizomes have been donated by the Greater New Orleans Iris Society, Robert Treadway, Rusty McSparrin, Bobbie 
Hutchins, Ron Killingworth, Kevin Vaughn, and Jim and Kathy Leonard. I am hopeful of contacting several other 
growers for additional donations. Piease call me at (337) 2320823 if you are inclined to be part of the initial fail 
planting. 
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WETLAND POND 
& BOARDWALKS 


The wetland boardwalks highlight the 
beauty of one of our region’s most 
diverse ecosystems. Providing expansive 
views across the pond and quiet places of 
solitude and reflection, the boardwalks 
traverse beautiful arrays of wetland 
plantings and open water. 

Educational signage teaches visitors 
about the importance of water in South 
Louisiana’s landscape and culture, and 
how various species have adapted to 
thrive here. 


: 



Moncus Park Map Legend 


After the initial planting in Phase 1 of the Park development, SLI’s vision for the Park includes a display area 
where different hybridized varieties to be grown in pots and identified by name and hybridizer. This area would 
be open to the public during the bioom season. Additionally, the vision includes a cooperative agreement with the 
University and Master Gårdeners for a greenhouse facility to propagate native Louisiana irises for reestablishment 
in Louisiana wetlands areas and in Louisiana State Parks. Admittedly the plans are ambitious. But piece by piece the 
visions of both Boards are coming together. The edges of the pond will soon be full of Louisiana irises and in the 
bioom season, the site will be special and worth all the work and effort. 



MONCUS PARK 



Moncus Park Map Legend 


Imagine... a World-Class Central Park for all ofAcadiana! 

Moncus Park (formerly known as “the horse farm”), located in the heart of Lafayette, is approximately 100 acres of rolling hilis, open meadows, 
forested ravines, and is spotted with large live oak trees. It is the last remaining significantly sized piece of beautiful, undeveloped public property 
located within the heart of the city. Lafayette Central Park, the non-profit responsible for building, operating, and maintaining the park, has a 
long-term lease with Lafayette Consolidated Government. This ensures the enjoyment and enhancement of this beautiful place for generations 
to come. 

The Master Plan for the park was developed through a series of community workshops in 2013 and 2014, and provides diverse experiences 
that serve all of the Acadiana community. Construction began in 2018, with Phase I set to be completed within a few years. 
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Remembering Perry Dyer 

~by Robert Treadway 


Perry Dyer, former president of SLI, died on 
September 3, 2018, from a fatal heart attack. He hadn’t 
been heavily involved in SLI in the last several years but 
gave in-garden and exhibition judges training sessions at 
the 2017 SLI Convention in Dallas, TX. 

Perry’s involvement 
with iris was a long one 
that began in junior high 
school. He was hybridizing 
bearded iris as a teenager, 
and by the time he was 18 
he was a fully accredited 
AIS Judge. He was awarded the American Iris Society 
Youth Achievement Award in 1974, the same year his 
first nationally published review of irises appeared in the 
July AIS Bulletin with his coverage of the Roanoke AIS 
convention. 

Perry became the president of the Louisiana Iris 
Society of America (LISA) in 1982 and that year 
attended his first SLI convention in Lafayette. By 
1984 he would offer Louisiana iris for sale through his 
Contemporary Gardens catalog from his home garden 
in Blanchard, Oklahoma. He was quick to adopt and 
promote American bred Louisiana irises but later offered 
many Australian hybrids for sale. 

In 1995 Perry was elected President of SLI and 
served through 1997. In the 1995 Special Publication 
of The Society for Louisiana Irises and in the AIS 75th 
Anniversary Publication, he wrote about new trends in 
Louisiana iris cultivars but also pointed to the importance 
of earlier hybridizers and their cultivars that allowed for 
the current innovations. His 1999 Contemporary Gardens 
catalog listed a wide variety of tall and median bearded 
iris, spuria iris, daylilies and of course, our favorite, 
Louisiana iris. 

Perry’s devotion to iris and AIS was acknowledged 
when he was given the title of Emeritus judge, and in 
2009 he received the AIS Distinguished Service Medal. 
He gave judges training classes all over the country in 
an amazing number of classes of iris; tutored apprentice 



judges at shows and in gardens; judged iris shows all 
over the nation and even the coveted Premio Firenze in 
Florence, Italy. 

Perry loved and appreciated iris of all types, and 
spent untold hours visiting gardens evaluating iris 
cultivars, quietly speaking into whatever recording 
device was available at the time. These oral notes were 
transcribed in detailed records that he used to keep up 
with the irises he saw. The best, in Perry’s opinion, 
would then make it into his “Contemporary Views” 
which were first published in 1988 on an annual or 
biannual Schedule until the last one in 2008. 

Median bearded and Louisiana irises were Perry’s 
favorite, and though he talked about breeding Louisiana 
irises, I’m not sure that he ever did so. He was president 
of the Median Iris Society and very successful in 
hybridizing Medians. He won 4 out of 5 of the AIS 
Special Medals given for Median iris hybridizing. 
Besides winning the Mohr, Cook-Douglas, Sass and 
Knowlton Medals, for each of their respective classes, 
he also won the Bennett C Jones Medal for outstanding 
Median iris hybridizer. 

Though Perry’s life ended on September 3, 2018 
his influence on irises did not. There are many active 
judges, taught by Perry, left to carry on Perry’s work of 
promoting and evaluating irises and helping apprentice 
judges fulfill their obligations. 



Ar ilbred 6 Perry Dyer ’ by Paul Black 
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The Diversity of Color in Louisiana Irises 
- "Unusuai" Colors (Part I) 

-Story by Ron Killingsworth 


I have written previous “blogs” about the diversity of color in Louisiana iris biooms, in which we looked at specific 
colors. Today I want to showyou some of my favorite “unusuai color” irises. I use the term “unusuai” but could 
use “odd” or “strange” instead. Of course, what I call “unusuai” someone else would call “normal. ” So, let us 
just say Ifind them to be “unusuai” colors or colors not often found in Louisiana irises. That does not in any way 
imply that I don ’t like them. I think my comments below willprove otherwise. - Ron 



‘Annette Brown’ (Harry Wolford 2013) is registered as 
bright yellow stands and bright yellow, heavily veined, 
fails. The pod parent is ‘Splitter Splatter’ (D.R. Grieves 
2004), which has unknown parents. The pollen parent is 
‘Bayou Tiger’ (K. Strawn 1993). Neither of the parents 
are even close to the same color as ‘Annette Brown’. 



Bayou Tiger’ (K. Strawn 1993) is a favorite among 
Louisiana growers who are also LSU fans. The colors 
are very close the LSU tiger colors. I have a hard time 
keeping enough of this iris because every person who 
visits wants some of it. 



Visit https://theamericanirissociety.blogspot.com 
to read more blog entries about everything iris! 
With 20 contributors, there are many interesting 
topics to explore! 
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‘Birthday Suit’ (Patrick O’Connor 2010) is a very 
pretty pale pink iris with cream/yellow style arms and 
with almost white fails with a pink overlay. It is very 
distinctive. The pod parent is ‘Honey Star’ (J. Hutchinson 
1991), which is more cream and buff wine colored. 
‘Honey Star’ is one of my favorites and comes from 
Australia. 



‘Chocolate City’ (Patrick O’Connor 2011) was named 
based upon experience in the New Orleans community 
during Hurricane Katrina, which almost wiped out south 
Louisiana and Mississippi. Those around and keeping 
up with the news during that period (August 2005) can 
figure out where the name originated. It is registered as 
stands and falis beige with rose undertones. It is certainly 
an unusual color. Patrick has hybridized some amazing 
irises but simply does not get the awards credit he 
deserves. 



‘Bryce Leigh’ (Frank Chowning 1973) was a real 
breakthrough with the color and unusual signal, which 
is golden with maroon bordering the signal. It won the 
Mary Swords DeBaillon Award (MSD) in 1981, the 
highest award for Louisiana irises. 



‘Dashing Hero’ (Heather Pryor 2004) is another 
fantastic iris from “down under”. Heather and Bernard 
Pryor have produced a lot of beautiful irises in Australia. 
Unfortunately it is almost impossible to import any 
living plants into that country. The pollen parent is ‘Our 
Dorothy’ (Bernard Pryor 1997) and I suspect most of the 
coloring in ‘Dashing Hero’ came from the pollen parent. 
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‘Flash Harry’ (Penny Davis 2008) is another iris from 
Australia. It has not received wide distribution but is 
certainly an “unusual” iris. It is registered as “wine red” 
and is a beauty to behold. 



‘Divorcee’ (J. Ghio 2001) is darker in the registration 
picture but the unusual signals are shown in this 
photograph. The registration describes the signal as “deep 
rose stripe from end of lime line signal”. The standards 
are apricot, edged brushed melon and the falis are melon 
rose. 



‘Dr. Dormon’ (Sidney Conger 1972) was named for 
Caroline Dormon. Google Caroline Dormon for more 
information about this great lady or visit the web site of 
Caroline Dormon Nature Preserve (known as Briarwood) 
to leam more about her work with Louisiana irises. ‘Dr. 
Dormon’ was one of the first Louisiana irises to display 
the “spray pattem” around the signals. It is registered as 
“stands wild orchid and fails dahlia mauve.” 



‘Foxy One’ (M.D.Faith 2003) is one of the lighter 
colored irises but it maintains the color well as the days 
progress. It is registered as violet to light violet. It has a 
beautiful signal with dark violet surrounding the signal 
and the petals are veined with a darker, almost red, 
veining. MD hybridized a lot of lovely irises. 
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Gårdener Meets Louisiana Iris Worker 


They are not often celebrated in poetry or prose, but 
close encounters between beauty-seeking, information¬ 
hungry gårdeners and skilied, wizened Louisiana 
Iris Workers arise every year, often in the spring. 
Encounters recur at shows and in meetings, at sales and 
around booths, sometimes even at family and social 
events when the Iris Workers are supposed to be off 
duty. 

The facts fly in these skirmishes. Gems of wisdom 
flow freely. The pay is poor, and credit rarely accrues 
to dedicated Louisiana Iris Workers. Over a career, 
innumerable gårdeners are gently directed away 
from muck and folly and along the good garden path. 
(Actually, muck is not necessarily a bad thing, but that’s 
jumping ahead). What follows is a fictional account 
of such a dust-up, although inspired by faet. It is 
entirely civil, as you will note. Any resemblance to any 
individual, living or dead, is possibly coincidental. 

GARDENER: Hi. I have two kinds of Louisiana 
irises, the blue and the yellow. Can you tell me why my 
yellow Louisiana irises don’t bioom? 

LOUISIANA IRIS WORKER: (Sighing) I’m not sure 
your yellow irises are actually Louisiana irises. Let 
me guess: they are tall, grow rampantly, and may even 
crowd out neighboring plants, but the yellow Flowers 
are a bit small and occur infrequently. 

GARDENER: Yes, exactly. Well, they do bioom a 
little, and I have noticed that my blue irises are tuming 
yellow. 

IRIS WORKER: If you check, I think you’ll find that 
the leaf of your yellow irises has a distinet midrib, 
whereas your blue Louisiana irises have leaves that are 
entirely flat. As do all true Louisiana irises. 

GARDENER: I don’t know, but Fil check. How can I 
get them to bioom? 

IRIS WORKER: What you have is yellow flag iris or 
I. pseudaeorus. They are not native irises. They come 


from Europe. You need to dig them up and send them 
back. They are beautiful in the wetlands of their native 
Lithuania. I recommend Lithuania. They will bioom 
beautifully in Lithuania. 

GARDENER: What? 

IRIS WORKER: I know. Impossible. But justice and 
the environment would be well-served. Those irises 
were imported to the U. S. many years ago. Designers 
and landscapers often incorporate them into garden 
plans because they have pretty foliage and grow like 
weeds. And, because they are so aggressive, they 
are plentiful and cheap. There is also a big dollop of 
ignorance involved. Too many of these hard-working 
design folks think they are Louisiana irises. But what 
they actually are is trouble. 

GARDENER: What kind of trouble? 

IRIS WORKER: Well, as a gardener, they will provide 
you with a nice clump of foliage, but the rhizomes 
will be so dense that the clump will crowd out other 
plants as it spreads. Your blue Louisiana irises are not 
tuming yellow. They are being crowded out by the 
yellow invaders. And yellow flags won’t bioom well if 
you have them in garden soil. I have never seen good 
bioom on I. pseudaeorus unless they were growing in 
water, such as at the edge of a pond. Which brings up 
a second way they are trouble. In water, the seeds will 
float and can get out into streams and bayous, and find 
their way into the wetland habitat of our real, native 
Louisiana irises. They will crowd out our wild irises 
and other vegetation, which is a problem, and not 
just in Louisiana. In some States, it is illegal to seli I. 
pseudaeorus at all. They clog the waterways and cause 
real economic harm. It’s better to stick with our native 
irises. 

GARDENER: Well, I would like to try more Louisiana 
irises. I didn’t realize they came in so many colors. I 
have a strip of grass between my driveway and a paved 
walk. I was thinking of filling it in with Louisiana 
irises. Do you think this would work? 


20 


Fleur de Lis: The Journal o f the Society for Louisiana Irises 


Winter 2018 



IRIS WORKER: It might. There a few things to 
consider. The first might be how wide the space is. As 
irises grow, they produce new growth off the sides of 
each rhizome, and then those new plants themselves 
grow offsets, and so on every year. The result is a 
clump that will expand over a few seasons. If your 
space is only, say, two feet wide, the rhizomes will 
soon be crawling up onto the pavement. How long this 
will take depends on the particular iris cultivar. Every 
time a new leaf grows out in the middle of a fan, the 
rhizome gets longer, so as is sometimes said, they tend 
to walk. In some varieties, a single rhizome might 
grow to five or six inches in a year, or they may reach 
eight or ten inches. So, you need to think about the 
space required for a clump to develop. 

GARDENER: Okay. That might not work. 

IRIS WORKER: Another consideration is water. 
Louisiana irises require lots of moisture to grow and 
bioom well. A narrow space near where you walk 
might not be the kind of spot you would want to 
irrigate sufficiently for the irises. Plus, a long row of 
nothing but irises might be spectacular in bioom, but 
in some seasons - such as the heat of the summer - 
they might not be so attractive in a mass, particularly 
without ampie, consistent irrigation. It is often better to 
think of placement interspersed with other plants in a 
landscape setting. 

GARDENER: Well, I do have some spots in flower 
beds that might work. Do they like shade? I have a few 
large trees. 

IRIS WORKER: Some shade is fine, maybe even 
beneficial. They do need about a half day of sun to 
bioom well, and some of it can be filtered. Some of 
the native species - from which all the hybrids are 
derived - will grow in full sun, but often they are found 
in partial shade from deciduous trees. It would not be a 
good idea to plant them where the shade of evergreens 
denies them winter sunshine. Remember, the growing 
season of irises begins in the fali, runs through winter, 
and bioom occurs in early to mid-spring. They expect 
to get good fight in the winter. In the hot summer, a 
little shade will make them happy. 


If you have friends in the cold north, don’t tell them 
this. The growing season is shorter there, and the 
Louisiana irises need full sun to promote the growth 
needed for good bioom. Louisianas do very well in 
cold climates, but folks there have to make some 
adjustments in how they grow them. 

The biggest problem with planting near trees is 
competition from tree roots. Louisiana irises are water 
lovers. Trees are like giant straws, and their thousands 
of little leaves, bless their hearts, are constantly 
sucking up moisture. They leave the subsoil drier than 
you might imagine, and under trees, the irises will want 
more water than is available. You may think they are 
getting plenty of water, but they are not getting the 
share they need. If they are planted too near tree roots, 
they will not do very well. Along the Gulf Coast, they 
can benefit from a little shade but are best not planted 
directly under the canopy or where the roots extend. 
Some trees have dense surface roots - like Southern 
Magnolias and maples - and it is a bad idea to plant 
under this type of tree. If you dig down to plant your 
irises and there are tree roots already there, beware. 

GARDENER: What about cypress trees? I see pictures 
of irises growing happily in swamp scenes right along 
with cypress all covered with hanging moss. Beautiful! 

IRIS WORKER: Yes, and that’s an interesting 
question. What you see in a wetland scene is Louisiana 
irises and cypress and other trees growing happily 
together in standing water. In that situation, there is 
plenty of water for everyone. Bring that cypress into 
your garden, however, and its roots will rob the irises 
of water every time. Cypress roots extend out much 
farther from the trunk than you might think and grow 
close to the surface. Think about those knees they 
produce. But the picture of the irises growing naturally 
in a wetland is the right image to have in mind when 
it comes to growing Louisiana irises well. Today’s 
hybrids are derived from just four or five species, 
each of which likes constant moisture. Two of these 
species, in faet, are found only in wooded swamps 
or freshwater marsh. What this means is that, in your 
garden, you can’t give them too much water. But it is 
easy to give them too little. 

GARDENER: That sounds like it could be a problem. 
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I don’t have a pond. And I have other plants that don’t 
come from the swamp and don’t want poor drainage. 

IRIS WORKER: Actually, the irises are tolerant of a 
range of conditions, and with a little planning they can 
be worked into almost any landscape. You could plant 
them in a regular bed with perennials and annuals, 
perhaps small shrubs, and just make sure that they do 
not dry out. Consistent moisture is the key. They don’t 
have to be in a bog, but you should plan to give them 
some extra water. Flooding with a soaker hose is good. 
If there is a period of drought, make sure that the irises 
are well watered. 

GARDENER: What will happen if they don’t get 
enough water? 

IRIS WORKER: Well, there will be less growth. 

The fo liage may be shorter. You’ll have fewer and 
shorter bioom stalks. In summer, the foliage may look 
scruffy, and it is possible for the plants to go dormant. 
But dormancy is a natural protection against drought. 
You can expect that growth will resume, especially 
beginning in the falk The plants will not die, but you 
can avoid this disruption with regular watering. You 
can minimize the potential for declining growth or 
dormancy by picking the right location. Perhaps a low 
spot where water pools. Away from tree roots. And you 
can conserve moisture by maintaining a good mulch 
of a few inches of organic material like leaves or bark. 
You can make watering more convenient by installing a 
simple, inexpensive timer between a faucet and a hose. 
Both mechanical and battery-operated ones work well. 
Not necessary, but an idea that works well in some 
situations. 

GARDENER: I understand about mulching, but I’ll 
have to think about adding high tech stuff to the mix. 

IRIS WORKER: Understood. Another option is to 
grow the irises in artificial bogs, and it is really simple. 
Just buy some mortar mixing tubs at a big box or 
hardware store, sink them into the ground, and plant 
your irises there. With no drain holes, the tubs will 
become little swamps that mimic the natural habitat of 
the irises. Other plants won’t be affected, and tree roots 
can’t get into the tubs. You still have to water enough 
to be sure the tubs don’t dry out, but the irises will love 


growing in muck, and the foliage will look much better 
through the hot months if the irises can stay really wet. 
There are all sorts of variations that will work. If you 
do use this approach, just make sure the containers are 
at least six inches deep, and preferably a little deeper. 

GARDENER: What do I do if the leaves begin to look 
bad? 

IRIS WORKER: You can trim off yellowing foliage. 

It is a good practice to do this. Even in a well-grown 
clump of irises, yellow leave often appear. You can 
usually just pull them out by hånd. The clump will look 
better, and the yellow leaves aren’t doing any good for 
the plants. 

GARDENER: It sounds like there is a little more work 
involved than I realized. 

IRIS WORKER: Louisiana irises are worth a little 
trouble, but they are not really too time-consuming 
once you get them planted. But we have not even 
talked about fertilizing yet. Consistent moisture and 
sufficient fertilizer are the two keys to good Louisiana 
iris bioom. 

GARDENER: Should I be taking notes? 

IRIS WORKER: Not really. I’m going to give you 
some printed information on culture, and all this stuff 
is online. Just search for “Louisiana iris culture.” But 
while you are here, let me tell you the main thing about 
fertilizing Louisiana irises. 

GARDENER: Okay. 

IRIS WORKER: Those people who fail to fertilize 
their irises don’t tend to get good bioom, especially 
after the first year they are planted. On the other hånd, 
those who fertilize regularly - twice a year is usually 
recommended, once in September or October and again 
in early February along the Gulf Coast - will enjoy 
beautiful flowers in March and April. Farther north, 
these dates have to be adjusted, of course. Most people 
we talk to who report they are disappointed in their 
Louisiana iris bioom admit that they did not fertilize. 
Water AND fertilizer are the keys. 
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GARDENER: What fertilizer should I use? 

IRIS WORKER: This is where you will get different 
recommendations. The traditional suggestion in 
Louisiana iris publications was to use a balanced 
Chemical fertilizer, such as 8-8-8. And that works. 

Some people feel that the first number - which is 
nitrogen, should be higher in the fali feeding and lower 
in spring. Some also feel that the middle number - 
the phosphorous - does not need to be nearly so high 
because phosphorous does not leach out of the soil, 
and too much of it has bad environmental effects. The 
evidence based on the performance of the irises is 
anecdotal. What is clear, however, is that those who 
fertilize with SOMETHING get a good bioom, and 
those who do not fertilize are disappointed. 

GARDENER: What about organic fertilizers? Are all 
these Chemicals a good thing? 

IRIS WORKER: Well, you got me there. Probably 
not. Organic fertilizers work well and are a good idea. 
They are a bit more complicated in that you have to 
determine the mix that will supply the nutrients needed 
and you have to consider the rate at which they break 
down. Chemicals nutrients generally are available 
immediately, unless you use time-release products 
that are designed to break down slowly. You would 
need to do some research to come up with the hest 
mix of organic fertilizers, and there are alternatives. 
Cottonseed Meal and Alfalfa Meal are often 
recommended. Garden centers often seil pre-mixed 
combinations of organic fertilizers that cover the N-P-K 
needs of most plants. Rose growers tend to be “into” 
organic fertilizers, and you might leam a lot by reading 
about how they fertilize. Going organic is a good idea, 
but does require more forethought than Chemicals. 

GARDENER: Well, that’s something to think about. 

IRIS WORKER: This does bring up one other matter 
that I should have mentioned earlier. When you plant 
your irises, you need to add copious amounts of organic 
material to the soil. Well rotted compost, finely ground 
bark, peat moss, well-rotted manure, that sort of thing. 
Irises are heavy feeders, and in the wild, the soil is 
naturally filled with organic matter. A wetland, where 
these irises originated, is a virtual soup of nutrients, 


and the organic content is off the charts with decaying 
leaves and so forth. It will be a huge plus if you start 
with soil high in organic content. Pile 4-6 inches of 
organic material on the bed and tum it in. Not too 
difficult, and well worth the effort. 

GARDENER: Okay. I would expect to prepare the soil 
for any new plants. 

IRIS WORKER: No one goes out to fertilize the irises 
in the wild, and yet they bioom beautifully. But they 
originated in an environment where ampie nutrients 
were naturally present. This is why, in a garden, we 
have to supply fertilizer and extra organic material 
- to mimic the nutrient-rich setting where the irises 
developed. 

GARDENER: Well, I appreciate all the information. 
You have given me some ideas, but also some work to 
do. 

IRIS WORKER: It will pay off. You will be happy in 
the spring. And get in touch with us with questions any 
time. Our iris club is full of people with experience and 
opinions. You might even get some free irises. 

I see there are others who have questions. 

NEXT GARDENER: Hi. Can you tell me why my 
yellow Louisiana irises don’t bioom? 

IRIS WORKER: How much time do you have? 
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Briarwood Reflections 

-Story arid Photos by Richard Johnson 




Wow, what a 
summer we had! 

Hot and dry from 
May till mid- 
September when 
we finally got 
some measurable 
rain. Fortunately, 
we have the 
recently restored 
Johnson pond 
to draw from 
and were able 
to run sprinklers 
around the clock 
in order to keep 
our precious 
plants hydrated 
enough to make 
it through the 
summer. Now 
that fall has 
arrived, we 

are experiencing much cooler and wetter weather, and 
enjoying every minute! 

We have much exciting news to pass along to you 
this quarter. First, as you know from previous letters, 
the ladies of the Louisiana Daughters of the American 
Revolution raised money for the construction of a gazebo 
on the site of the Dormon family home where Caroline 
was bom. The gazebo has been built and was dedicated 


Friday, October 
26th in a 
ceremony here 
at Briarwood. 
You must come 
by and see it, 
it came out as 
good as I had 
hoped it would, 
and blends 
into its forest 
surroundings 
quite well. The 
second bit of 
good news is 
that Briarwood 
was honored 
as an “Old 
Growth Foresf ’ 
on Wednesday, 
October 17th and 
is now listed as 
an “Old Growth 
Foresf ’ in the “Old Growth Forest Network”, joining the 
likes of Yosemite National Forest and 
parts of the Smokey Mountains National 
Forest. 

With Christmas just around the 
comer, a Briarwood membership or 
merchandise will make a great gift for 
that special nature lover in your life. 


OLD-CROWTH 

FOREST 

NETWORK 


2019 Calendar of Events: 

Spring Tom Sawyer Work Day - Saturday, February 23rd 

Spring Opening Day - Saturday, March 2nd 

Annual Spring Fundraising Picnic - Saturday, April 6th 



Briarwood is open for guided tours in March, April, May, October and November on Saturdays from 9 am until 5 pm and 
Sundays from 12 pm until 5 pm. Appointments for other times and for large groups are available by special request 

Briarwood Contact Information: 

318-576-3379 • briarwoodnp@gmail.com • https://www.facebooh.com/cdormon 
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Society for Louisiana Irises Storefront 


THE LOUISIANA IRIS: THE TAMING OF AN AMERICAN WILDFLOWER 

Contributing Editors: Marie Caillet, J. Farron Campbell, Kevin C. Vaughn, and Dennis Vercher 
Details: 254 pp, 111 color photos, 5 watercolors, 21 b/w photos, 14 line drawings, 11 tables, hardcover. 

This authoritative treatment by The Society for Louisiana Irises is based on the first edition published by the 
Society in 1988, but it is considerably expanded. It covers every aspect of the history, botany, and development 
of these distinctive irises, with particular emphasis on the newest hybrids, hybridizing techniques, and cultural 
practices, and also includes suggestions for their use in the landscape and in floral arrangements. It should serve 
to introduce a wider gardening public to these colorful and versatile flowers. - $30.00 



Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises - The History of Hybridizing (2007) 

This Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises is a 100-page summary of how the “ditch irises” of 
Louisiana have been tamed and introduced into American gardens. Contents include informative articles on such 
early pioneers as Mary Swords DeBallion, Caroline Dormon, and Percy Viosca; the Shreveport and Lake Charles 
groups, the Califomia hybridizers, and a wide variety of other contributors to the development of the Louisiana 
iris. Includes 30 colorphotographs of outstanding cultivars. Paperbound. - $5.00 plus $2.00 shipping withinU.S. 



Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises honoring Marie Caillet (1915-2010) 

This is a very high quality publication that pays tribute to Marie Caillet, a charter member of SLI, longtime 
editor of the SLI newsletter, and the "grandmother" of SLI for many of us. This is a 52 page 8.5 x 10 
publication in full color with many pictures of Marie, species Louisiana irises, Marie Caillet Cup Winners with 
pictures, a listing of SLI Distinguished Merit Award winners from 1989 to 2010, and memories of Marie written 
by several members of SLI. - $10 plus $3 shipping within US 



MARIE CAILLET 

1915-2010 


The Society tor Louisiana Irises 


Louisiana Iris Hybridizers 1985-2010 

This is a paper bound booklet consisting of 99 pages of color pictures, the Marie Caillet Cup Winners from 
2001 to 2010 with color pictures, the Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal winners from 1986 to 2010 with color 
pictures and many articles written by the hybridizers during the period 1985 to 2010. This is a companion 
book for the Special Publication of 2007, which contains information on the hybridizers from the beginning 
to 1984. - $5 plus $2 shipping within US 



Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises 1995 

This paper bound special publication, edited by Marie Caillet and Joseph Mertzweiller, consist of 86 pages and contains "a 
half-century of progress", information on hybridizers, the development of the tetraploid LA irises, information on LA irises in 
Australia, culture of LA irises and many beautiful pictures of LA irises. There is a limited supply of this publication remaining so 
get them while they last. - $5 plus $2 shipping within US 


The SLI Louisiana Iris Checklist CD! 

The CD checklist is illustrated with photos of many of the cultivars and it can be displayed in three formats. 
It has a powerful search feature that allows you to search the checklist by cultivar attributes such as name, 
date of introduction, hybridizer, parentage and much more. The checklist lists names, descriptions, breeder/ 
introducer and parentage of iris cultivars from the 1920 ? s through the present. The iris are grouped by year of 
registration and/or introduction. The CD will cost $10 for delivery to the United States, 



A ny of these products & other Iris materials can be ordered from the SLI Treasurer Ron Killingsworth. 
For shipment outside US piease contact Ron Killingsworth directly for pricing 
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Commercial Directory 


Bois d’Arc Gardens 

Bud & Rusty McSparrin 
1831 Buil Run Road 
Schriever, LA 70395 

Phone: 985-446-2329 
E-mail: bois@charter.net 
Web: www.bois-darc.com 

Catalog with 
color photos online 

Wholesale & Retail Prices 


Iris City Gardens 

7675 Younger Creek Road 
Primm Springs, TN 38476 
Phone: 800-934-4747 

email@iriscitygardens.com 

www.iriscitygardens.com 

Full catalog with color 
pictures available online. 

Catalog text available as 
a PDF download 
from the website. 


Cindy's Louisiana Iris 

93 Cassaday Drive 
Carriere, MS 39426 

Phone: (601)798-3352 
Cell: (601)799-6780 
www.cindyslouisianairis.com 
cindyslairis@gmail.com 

Wholesale & Retail 
Hybrid & Native LA Iris 
Featuring introductions by 
Roland Guidry & Benny Trahan 

Catalog online - list free 
upon request 


Louisiana Iris Farms 

103 Kimball Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70508 
Phone: (337) 277-9930 

www.louisianairis.com 

Wholesale and Retail 
as per website 

Featuring introductions 
by Kevin Vaughn 
& Elaine Bourque 


Collier’* Garden 

P.O. Box 32 

Lawson, MO 64062-0032 

Phone: (816)580-7116 

thomascollier@juno.com 

FREE Catalog 
upon Request 

Louisiana Irises, Rebloom 
Bearded Irises, Daylilies 


Redbud Lane 
Iris Garden 

2282 N. 350th Street 
Kansas, IL 61933 

Phone: (217)948-5478 
redbud142@gmail.com 

Catalog $1.00 

Louisiana and Bearded 
Irises 


Aitben’s Salmon 
Creek Garden 

608 NW 119th Street 
Vancouver, WA 98685-3802 

Phone. (360) 573-4472 
aitken@flowerfantasy.net 

www.flowerfantasy.net 

Featuring Beardless and 
Bearded Irises 


Hillcrest Iris Gardens 

3365 Northaven Rd 
Dallas, TX 75229 
Phone: (214) 352-2191 

www.Hillcrestlris.Corn 

Catalog online 
Louisiana irises 
Introduced by 
Hooker Nichols 


Advertising Information 

Commercial Directory Listings are $15.00 for four quarterly issues beginning with the spring 
issue. Costs prorated for listings beginning in later issues. No one time listings. Listings may 
include name, address, phone, wholesale/retail status, and specialty. Additional advertising 
information can be found here: http://www.louisianas.org/index.php/advertisina 


Is your subscription to the Fleur de Lis 
expiring? 

Piease check your mailing label to see if 
you need to reriew your SLI membership!! 
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AMERICAN IRIS Society. SLI has elected to 
participate as a Section within the American Iris 
Society. Sections generally deal with the other 
types of irises, Spurias, Siberian, Japanese, and 
so forth. 

SLI members are not automatically members 
of AIS, and a relatively few choose to join that 
organization. AIS membership is well worth 
considering, however. The organization publishes 
a beautiful quarterly Bulletin, IRISES, that covers 
all types of irises. While a small percentage of the 
pages deal directly with Louisianas, there is much 
to be learned by an appreciation of the Genus of 
which they are a part. 

There are many benefits of AIS membership 
that you can discover by exploring their website: 
www.irises.org Membership information is 
there, including an electronic membership at a 
lower price, $15. Regular individual AIS dues 
are: Single Annual, $30; Dual Annual, $35. Dues 
can be sent to: Tom Gormley, AIS Membership 
Secretary, RO. Box 177, DeLeon Springs, FL 
32130 USA. E-mail: aismemsec@irises.org 



SLI CONVENTION 2019 will be held in 
Lafayette, Louisiana. Piease put April 5-7 on 
your 2019 calendar and plan to attend! 


Membership Information 

Society for Louisiana Irises 
Founded 1941 

MEMBERSHIP To join or renew membership, send dues along 
with your name, address, telephone number and e-mail address 
(if any) to Ron Killingsworth, SLI Treasurer, 10329 Caddo Lake 
Road, Mooringsport, LA 71060. Make checks payable to the 
Society for Louisiana Irises. 

Membership begins the month your application is received. If 
you are renewing, the renewal will extend your membership 
by the number of years you chose to renew. If your current 
expiration date is 09/** and you renew for three years in July 
(07), your new membership will be 09/**+ three years. You do 
not lose any months by renewing your membership early. If you 
are late in renewing, the renewal will be applied to the month in 
which your membership expired 

DUES Rates for membership are: 

SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED STATES: 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $17 

• Triennial, $45 

• Life, $1,000 

• Youth, $5 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $22 

• Triennial, $60 

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBERS: 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $30 

• Triennial, $82 

• Life, $1,000 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $33 

• Triennial, $90 


Society for Louisiana Irises Membership Form 


L 


Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 

E-mail:_ 

United States Subscribers Annual Dues: 
[ ] Youth-$5.00 
[ ] i Year (Individual)-$I7.00 
[ ] 3 Year (lndividual)-$45.00 
[ ] i Year (Family)-$22.00 
[ ] 3 Year (Family)-$60.00 
[] Life-$I,000.00 



State:- Zipc. 

Phone Number:_ 


International Subscribers Annual Dues: 
[ ] i Year (lndividual)-$ 30.00 
[ ] 3 Year (lndividual)-$82.00 
[ ] i Year (Family)-$33.00 
[ ] 3 Year (Family)-$ 90.00 

[] Life-$I,000.00 


Returri Form & PaymentTo: 

Society for Louisiana Irises 
10329 Caddo Lake Road 
Mooringsport, LA 71060 
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